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Production History

Peaked in the 1980s
Medium-chill varieties
Marketing challenges
Domestic competition

Lack of overhead irrigation

~4,300 acres
Reduced to ~400
acres in 2008
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Production window for FL

i US Marketing Season Peaks
Thousand Metric Tons May 20 - September 30
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UF stone fruit breeding program

http://agroclimate.org/tools/chill-hours-calculator/

- Gulfcrest
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UFBest*

*Will require frost protection.

http://fwww.growingpr com/fruits/: fruit/fleshing-out-the-state-of-the-florida-peach
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Photos courtesy UF/IFAS

UFSun

500-600 chill units » Gulfcrest - e _ﬁo_: To
400-500 chill units = Gulfprince, Gulfcrimson, ) 2 N4k
Gulfsnow, Flordaking, UFGlo ) oy
300-400 chill units = Flordadawn, UFBlaze, NG
UF2000, Flordacrest, Gulfking, UFSharp, 3 1 =
Sundollar (N), Suncoast (N) g

200-300 chill units = UFBeauty, UFGold, - ]
TropicSnow, UFOne, UFO, Flordabest, UFRoyal - e -{11@
(N), Sunraycer (N), Sunmist (N), UFQueen (N) ]

100-200 chill units = UFSun, UFBest, UFGem,
Flordaprince, Flordaglo, TropicBeauty ) _lm

*Map shows the number of hours between 32-
45°F received to February 10™ in 75% of winters.



http://agroclimate.org/tools/chill-hours-calculator/
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Peach diseases

Peach Scab
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Brown rot

Peach Leaf Rust
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trus root weevil
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Root-knot nematode
Meloidogyne floridensis
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Tree on the right shows signs of nematode Reduction in foliage is resulting in the
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infestation such as yellowing, stunting and production of poor quality fruit.
reduced Vigo I. Photo credit: Mary Ann D. Maquilan. Photo credit: Mary Ann D. Maquilan.
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2018 Pest Management Guide

http://hos.ufl.edu/extension/stonefruit
https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/B%201171 10.PDF
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https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/B 1171_10.PDF
https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/B 1171_10.PDF

Fruit Size
Fruit diameter need to be over 2,5in for supermarkets

o
ttps WWW.WeS
pack-your-

% _Mini pack of
"B smaller size fruit
£ -Kids-snacks-pack

) “Deer Park Peaches Facebook
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Fruit Size
Fruit thinning before pit got harded is the key to increase the fruit size

Pit Hardening

Cell Division
ey

Fruit Growth

Cell Expansion

Time
Fruit growth stages in cv. UFSun

Thinned every ~8inches Untinned

2018 Fruit thinning experiment

5/29/2018 12



Experiments to test the fermentability of juice

from Florida peaches
-Local brewing - Agritourism
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" the fermented juice will be |8

assessed.
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Vegetative growth

i ) -Producing high-quality fruit

-Pests management

-Improving spray coverage
and penetration

-High density orchard
| -Reducing production cost

A -Simplify operational practices
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Grown in CALIFORNIA,USA

Yellow Peaches

Marketing
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Climate change

-Chilling unit -Growing degree days
-Pest and disease development -and ...

1 chilling unit=1 hour @ 32°F-45°F
Insufficient chilling unit = delayed and prolonged budburst

Chilling unit based on temperature: 32-45 °F, http://agroclimate.org/tools/chill-hours-calculator/

County Indian River Polk  Hillshorough Pasco Orange Lake Marion Alachua
This season 141 163 281 30 203 302 418 54
Last season 61 59 104 113 86 167 241 3

Historic average 211 233 288 207 282 420 417 625



Labor

Fruit-thinning and pruning, estimated cost of ~$2,000/
acre per year

-Growing system

-Agro-technical and
agro-chemical techniques

-Diversification

-and....

A native Australian picker, able to reach high
into the trees, good stamina, works well in
hot climates, comes with in built picking bag

5/29/2018 17



Florida Stone Fruit Association?

5/29/2018
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Fruit Crops
Sustainability

REdUCing |ncreasing ImprOVing
production costs yield fruit quality
New Precision New product Farm Canopy

cultivars horticulture and technics biosecurity management

5/29/2018 19



Resources for Growers

Stone Fruit at the University of Florida
http://hos.ufl.edu/extension/stonefruit UF\II‘E%S
Operation Peaches in Florida C
https://ufstonefruit.wordpress.com/#jp-carousel-464 T
https://www.facebook.com/stonefruitUFIFAS/ Stone Fruit at the

University of Florida
@stonefruitUFIFAS

Stone Fruit at the University of Florida
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Producing PREMIUM Stowe Fruit
New Issu

Ali Sarkhosh Tel:352-273-4788 Email: sarkhosha@ufl.edu
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http://hos.ufl.edu/extension/stonefruit
https://ufstonefruit.wordpress.com/#jp-carousel-464
https://www.facebook.com/stonefruitUFIFAS/
mailto:sarkhosha@ufl.edu

UF/Stone Fruit Lab

Ali Sarkhosh, Principal Investigator Yuru Chang, Graduate Student
Dustin Huff, Program Coordinator Austyn Sanchez, Undergraduate student
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Thank you,

“We would like to see growers get rewarded for the hard
work that they have put into producing a quality product”




